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NEPAD NIGERIA CEO TAKES NIGERIA'S INVESTMENT DRIVE TO THE GLOBAL COMMUNITY AS INFRASTRUCTURE AFRICA BUSINESS FORUM WINDS 
UP IN JOHANNESBURG, SOUTH AFRICA. 
 
Johannesburg, August 28, 2017 – Member States of NEPAD and the international business community have been told that the Economic 
Recovery and Growth Plan (ERGP)2017-2020 of the Buhari Administration was launched with the overall objective of bringing Nigeria out of 
recession and placing the country on the path of sustainable and inclusive growth. Prospective investors were, also, called upon to seize the 
opportunity presented by the Plan to invest in some critical areas of the nation's economy such as Power/Energy, Agriculture, Petroleum and 
Allied Products as well as Transportation and Solid Minerals; all of which have been seen to possess high return on investment. 
 
The NEPAD Nigeria CEO, Princess Gloria Akobundu, who spoke at a 2-day conference held in Johannesburg, South Africa, last week tagged 
Infrastructure Africa Business Forum, maintained that, with over 35% return on investment, the 4th across the globe, and a population of over 
192 Million people, according to United Nations' statistics, Nigeria remains Africa's topmost investment haven for every investor who seeks 
to maximize profit in an environment that has been made conducive to business success. 
 
According to Akobundu: 
"The current focus of the Nigerian Government presents genuine opportunities for the country to become one of the greatest economies of 
the world and we invite you to be part of our success story. I know that some of the most successful entrepreneurs in the world are not the 
best coders or sales people, rather, they are just ordinary people who are really good at seizing great opportunities such as Nigeria presents 
today", she concluded. 
 
Earlier in a keynote address, the Honourable Minister, Department of Trade and Investment, South Africa, Rob Davies, highlighted the 
development of infrastructure as an essential catalyst for regional integration, increased inter-regional trade and for industrialization in Africa, 
stressing that infrastructure development lies in the very heart of Africa's efforts to promote high levels of inclusive growth and development 
throughout the continent. Davies, also, stated that there was a huge deficit in infrastructure that was necessary to support high levels of inter-
regional trade that connects African countries to one another and informed that, as a continent, Africa has an infrastructure deficit estimated 
at $93 Billion Per Annum for the next 20 years. 
 
While explaining that colonialism in Africa merely created infrastructure that was only good enough to fulfill its role as mere producers and 
exporters of primary commodities that were taken to other economies, the South African technocrat said there was need to invest heavily in 
infrastructure in order to catch up with the level of regional integration Africa needs to even begin to compete with other parts of the world. 
After noting that, in spite of the gross infrastructure deficit on the continent, Africa was also losing over 40 Percent of its competitiveness, 
Davies encouraged the continent to launch a number of initiatives, which, he said,were to address the energy challenge in most African 
countries. 
 
Members of the Nigerian delegation to the meeting, which was led by the Honourable Minister, Ministry of Niger Delta Affairs, Pastor Usani 
Uguru Usani, included the National Coordinator and Chief Executive Officer of NEPAD Nigeria, Princess Gloria Akobundu, and Al-Amin Musa, 
General Manager, Gas Pipelines Infrastructure, Gas and Power Directorate, NNPC, Nigeria. Copious presentations and panel discussions were 
made on the Economic Recovery and Growth Plan (ERGP) 2017-2020, the Ease of Doing Business in Nigeria and on the Trans-Sahara Gas 
Pipeline (TSGP) project. The Team, also, participated in various networking sessions that were aimed at further engaging investors on the 
various investment opportunities that exist in Nigeria. 
 
Other Panel and Plenary Sessions, equally, brainstormed on various aspects of regional integration, finance mobilization as well as on 
transformational technology and innovation in Africa. Parts of the major highlights of the Conference were the presentation of outcomes, 
recommendations and comments on the entire events. Some of the recommendations include: That partnership initiatives should urgently 
be put in place by the various African Governments to address energy challenges within the continent and that, African countries must inject 
a sense of urgency in their infrastructure initiatives or may risk becoming the worst economic destinations in the world, among many others. 
 
The Conference, the 6th in the series of what has come to be an annual event, brought together policymakers, Ministers of Finance and that 
of National Planning of Zambia; apart from those of Department of Trade and Investment from South Africa and the Niger Delta Affairs Ministry 
of Nigeria. There were, also, heads and representatives of several international Organizations and Agencies, who led several other investors 
and stakeholders to the Conference. The 2-day event succeeded in achieving a platform for a conversation by all, including business people 
and financiers, on what to be done to deliver on the infrastructure needs of the African continent. 
 

 



3 
 

 
 
Members of the Nigerian Team to the Infrastructure Africa Business Forum held in Johannesburg, South Africa, recently. Among them are the 
Honourable Minister, Ministry of Niger Delta Affairs, Pastor Usani and the NEPAD Nigeria CEO, Akobundu  
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NEPAD NIGERIA CEO TASKS POLITICAL ELITE ON VIOLENCE–FREE ELECTIONS 
  
Senegal, August 30, 2017 – National Coordinator and Chief Executive Officer, NEPAD Nigeria, Princess Gloria Akobundu has called on Nigerian 
politicians to be more civil in their quest for power rather than engaging in sponsoring acts of violence which, she stressed, has impeded the 
growth of the continent’s democratic order. 
  
The NEPAD Nigeria CEO, who stated the above on her arrival from Senegal last week where she had attended a workshop on Elections and 
Violence in Africa, promised to avail herself of the outcome of the session she had attended to draw the attention of Nigeria’s political elite 
to the menace of violence in our elections and its capacity to upstage the current democratic order.   Princess Akobundu further stated that 
wrong candidates in an election will continue to be elected if electoral violence is allowed to go unchecked in the country. 
  
In her words: 
“For me, discussions in Senegal were an eye-opener to the deep evil violence in elections brings on society.  We must, as a people, stand up 
to speak against it; to condemn it in the loudest of voices and to really set in motion processes for punitive measures for all those who sponsor 
violence in elections, those who involve themselves in it and those who benefit by it.  If only that would be a deterrent to others, our aim will 
be achieved in the end”, she stated. 
 
According to the NEPAD Nigeria boss, the Dakar meeting brought together various stakeholders which included AU, NEPAD/APRM Nigeria, 
APRM Secretariat, African Governance Institute as well as Mo Ibrahim Foundation, GIZ and some Ambassadors of African countries to Senegal, 
to brainstorm on electoral violence as a challenge facing African countries in managing the democratic order that is increasingly being 
established across the continent. 
 
The meeting, which was convened in preparation for a high-level one in Nigeria scheduled for a future date, also resolved to hold similar 
consultative meetings in Senegal, Kenya and Cameroun during which more discussions on draft budget for GIZ, beefing up of the Concept 
Note and other intellectual papers would be discussed.  Highlight of the meeting was the agreement by all those in attendance to implement 
all decisions reached. 
 
 

 
National Coordinator/CEO NEPAD Nigeria, Princess Gloria Akobundu 
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NEPAD NIGERIA CEO SUES FOR PRIVATE SECTOR PARTNERSHIP TO ACCELERATE AGRICULTURE GROWTH IN AFRICA AND STRENGTHEN FOOD 
SECURITY. 
 
Lagos, August 9, 2017 – The National Coordinator and Chief Executive Officer, NEPAD Nigeria, Princess Gloria Akobundu, has described the 
just-ended Multi-Stakeholder Consultative Meeting on Boosting Private-sector Investment in Nigerian Agriculture, which was held in Lagos at 
the weekend, as a call to action for Africa to rise up to the challenge to ascend to a pedestal of global relevance and significance by contributing 
its quota to global food and nutrition needs.  
 
Princess Akobundu, who stated the above while delivering a keynote address at the meeting, also, informed participants that the African 
Union (AU) initiative to accelerate agricultural growth, improve food security and strengthen the resilience of the environment in Africa is the 
Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Programme (CAADP). The aim of the programme, which is being driven by NEPAD Nigeria, 
the CEO revealed is to increase public investment in agriculture by a minimum of 10% of national budgets and to raise agricultural productivity 
by, at least, 6%. She sued for private-sector partnership and support to deliver on the objectives of the programme. 
 
While lauding the efforts of the organisers of the programme, the NEPAD Nigeria boss, who was represented at the occasion by Mr Ayo 
Folayan, Director, Programmes Development and Implementation, (PDI), NEPAD Nigeria, said: ‘‘Forging the right partnership is crucial for the 
agriculture sector in Nigeria to realise its full potential for economic growth and job creation, particularly, among farmers, women and youths… 
the agriculture sector offers an avenue to gainfully engage them to realise their full potential’’. She, also, challenged the meeting to bring up 
outcomes that will have positive impacts on women and youths, if they must be encouraged to venture into agriculture as investment. 
 
While identifying limited access to financing and inputs by farmers as one of the challenges that faces agriculture in Nigeria, Akobundu said 
other factors such as: Serious threat of climate change on yield, security threats to agriculture investments, including cattle rustling, 
kidnapping and destruction of farmlands by herdsmen, have also proven to be major setbacks to farmers, who, also, complain of lack of access 
to storage facilities. 
 
Earlier, while welcoming participants to the meeting, organisers of the event, Grow Africa Partnership, called for synergy among the different 
stakeholders in order to achieve the objectives of the event; stressing that the public and private sectors must partner each other if Africa 
hoped to deliver on the strategic demands placed on its shoulders in the area of food and nutrition security in order to meet the Second 
Sustainable Development Goal. 
 
Among those who attended the event, which was held at the Oriental Hotel, Victoria Island, Lagos, were representatives of Ministries, 
Departments and Agencies; Civil Society Groups, NEPAD Continental and other Private and Public Stakeholders in Agribusiness.  
 
 

    
Discussion session at the Grow Africa Public Sector consultative meeting (from left) Mr Folayan  
Ayodele – Director PDI, NEPAD Nigeria, Alh. Sani Dangote – Vice President Dangote group,  
Mr William Asiko – Executive Director Grow Africa, and Mr Njack Kane – CEO Grow Africa,  
West Africa, Geneva 
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NEPAD NIGERIA INAUGURATES IMPLEMENTATION TEAM FOR EXECUTIVE ORDER NO 001 OF 2017: CEO TASKS TEAM MEMBERS ON 
COMMITMENT TO DUTY 
 
Abuja, August 9, 2017 – Following the issuance and release to different Ministries, Departments and Agencies (MDAs) of Executive Order No 
001 of 2017 by the Ag President, Professor Yemi Osinbajo, in June this year, the New Partnership for Africa’s Development, NEPAD Nigeria, 
today inaugurated a 5-man Implementation Team for the Executive Order. The Team is to study the order and raise an Operationalisation 
Plan (OP) of the Order for NEPAD Nigeria. It will also represent the Agency in a Focus Workshop on the Implementation of the Executive Order 
by MDAs, which is scheduled for a future date. 
 
Speaking during the inauguration of the Team, the National Coordinator and Chief Executive Officer, NEPAD Nigeria, Princess Gloria Akobundu 
tasked members of the Team to painstakingly study the entire document with a view to understanding its spirit and letter for the effective 
delivery of a sound Operationalisation Plan that would guide the implementation of the Order at NEPAD Nigeria. Princess Akobundu further 
directed the Team to monitor and ensure that activities at NEPAD Nigeria conform with the imperatives of the Order, which, she said, were 
meant to ease the processes of doing business, offering services to the general public and ensuring easy and open access to information and 
employing effective communication strategy within and without the Agency. The NEPAD Nigeria CEO also used the occasion to call on the 5-
man Team to be good ambassadors for NEPAD Nigeria as they go to relate with other Teams from different MDAs. 
 
Also Speaking on behalf of other members of the Team, the Team Leader, Alh. A. A Ibrahim, who is, also, the Director, Planning, Research and 
Statistics at NEPAD Nigeria, thanked the Management of the Agency for the confidence reposed in them to represent the Agency well. He 
promised to do his best to galvanise the talents and resources available to him in order to deliver on the mandate at hand. 
Among those who were appointed into the 5-man Team were the following: 
 

1. Alh A. A Ibrahim, Director, Planning Research and Statistics (PRS) 
2. Mr Ibrahim Anjugu, Deputy Director, PRS 
3. Mr Paul Okpanachi Akor, Deputy Director, African Peer Review Mechanism (APRM) 
4. Mr Samuel M. Waziri, Deputy Director (Accounts) and  
5. Mr Dominic P. Matthew, Assistant Director (PDI) 

Mr Afam Nwaeze of the CEO’s office will coordinate activities of the Secretariat. 
The Executive Order No 001 of 2017, which was issued on June 19 this year, principally seeks to Promote Transparency and Efficiency in the 
Business Environment. All MDAs are deemed to have commenced its implementation through the raising of an Operationalisation Plan that 
must be submitted to the Office of the Head of the Civil Service of the Federation, which shall, in turn, track the progress of implementation 
of the Order and report the performance of MDAs to the Presidential Enabling Business Environment Council (PEBEC) for recognitions or 
sanctions.  
 

 
National Coordinator/CEO, NEPAD Nigeria, Princess Gloria Akobundu and the Executive Order Implementation 
Team (from left to right) Mr Ibrahim Anjugu – DD, PRS, Mr Paul Okpanachi – DD, APRM, Alh.A.A. Ibrahim, Director 
PRS, Mr Samuel Waziri – DD, Accounts, Mr Dominic P. Matthew – AD, PDI, and Mr Afam Nwaeze – CEO’S Office 

 
National Coordinator/CEO, NEPAD Nigeria, Princess Gloria Akobundu and the Executive Order Implementation 
Team Leader, Alh.A.A. Ibrahim, Director PRS 
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AKOBUNDU WOOS INVESTORS TO IMO STATE AS PRESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT MISSION BERTHS IN THE STATE 
 
Owerri, August 14, 2017 – The National Coordinator and Chief Executive Officer, NEPAD Nigeria, Princess Gloria Akobundu, has expressed 
optimism that every investment in the Niger Delta States would not only yield good returns, but help to curb youth restiveness and insecurity, 
which abound in the area. 
 
Akobundu stated the above, Monday, at the Imo Modern Poultry, Avutu, Imo State when members of the Presidential Economic 
Diversification Mission to Imo State, led by the Minister of Niger Delta Affairs, Pst. Usani Usani, visited the multi-billion naira project in 
the State.  
 
While praising the initiatives and efforts of Nigerian past leaders all of which, the NEPAD Nigeria boss said, were geared towards making our 
nation develop at the pace of some Asian and even European counterparts of their day, Princess Akobundu said it was sad to, however, note 
that leaders who came after them neither considered it necessary to build upon what they met nor to initiate new ones. 
 
Stressing that all hope was not lost, since President Muhammadu Buhari has made the development of the Niger Delta States an utmost 
priority in his agenda for job creation and economic empowerment for the area, the NEPAD Nigeria CEO told investors that it was time to take 
advantage of the peace enjoyed in the region at present to enter into the many factories that were either not functioing or running below 
their installed capacities to access the nation's market, promising that the Federal Government and all other stakeholders that are driving the 
development initiatives would not fail to give them the enabling environment to succeed. 
 
Earlier, while carrying out the day's programmes, Barr.Rex Anunobi, Special Adviser on Trade and Investment to Imo State Governor, told the 
delegation that the State was an investors hub that was second to none in the surrounding States, describing it as having the ideal sunlight, 
rainfall and friendly communities that would ensure that there were quick returns on investment.  
 
The delegation, apart from visiting the over 200-hectare poultry farm, also visited the 75-hectare Acharaubo Farms and Green House at 
Emekuku, Adapalm Plantation at Ohaji, Imo Rubber Plantation at Obitti as well as Cassava Farms at Imo Polytechnic, Umuagwo, where the 
delegation was introduced to their cassava-processing methods that seek to free the staple of its high starch and acid content that makes its 
flour a good meal for even diabetic sufferers. 
 
The programme is part of the initiatives of President Muhammadu Buhari to develop the Niger Delta States by identifying moribund alternative 
sources of oil and initiating moves for revamping them by linking them to interested investors and development partners for job creation and 
economic diversification. It was first launched in Ondo State last month and expected to go all through the nine States that make up the Niger 
Delta States.  
 
Among those participating in the programme are NNPC, NEPAD Nigeria, Ministry of Niger Delta Affairs, NIRSAL, Banks of Industry and that of 
Agriculture; Nigerian Sovereign Wealth Fund, other public and private- sector enterprises. 
The programme will end tomorrow.  
 

 
NEPAD Nigeria CEO, Princess Gloria Akobundu, flanked by the Hon. Minister, Ministry 
Of Niger Delta Affairs, Pastor Usani, as she addresses a special session of the Governor  
and members of the State Executive Council during the tour of Imo State by members 
of the presidential Mission on Niger Delta recently 

 
Flanked by the Special Adviser to the Governor on Trade and Investment, Barr. Rex 
Anunuba and the Deputy Rector (Admin), Imo State Polytechnic, Umuagwo, the NEPAD  
Nigeria CEO, Akobundu, joins the Presidential Mission team to inspect the cassava  
processing Plant and demonstration farms at the Institution 
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NEPAD NIGERIA AND SHEROES FOUNDATION INTERNATIONAL SET FOR COLLABORATION ON WOMEN DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVES. 
 
Abuja, August 8, 2017 – Arrangements have been concluded by the New Partnership for Africa's Development, NEPAD Nigeria, and Sheroes 
Foundation, an international Non-State Actor with bias for women development and empowerment, to organise a forum in Abuja, Nigeria, 
which shall, among other objectives, address various issues relating to women in society. 
 
The forum, which shall be held in October this year, shall witness the participation of women in various professions,  
callings, engagements and trades in both the private and the public sectors of the economy from across the African continent.  
 
According to the National Coordinator and Chief Executive Officer, NEPAD Nigeria, Princess Gloria Akobundu,  the forum will seek to arouse 
the consciousness of the African woman to arise and take action in the business opportunities that exist around her; to participate in her civic 
responsibilities; to engage in activities that enhance and deepen women's involvement in political governance of their countries and to take 
advantage of their number, education and social influence to generally improve leadership in society in synergy with their male counterparts.  
 
For members of Sheroes Foundation International, women must be made to participate in all matters that concern the future of their children, 
husbands, grandchildren and others. They must get involved in framing the policies that shape society. This can only be achieved if they can 
stand to be counted in the worlds of business and leadership. According to Flossy Menson, International Founder and Executive Director of 
the group, who was part of the delegation that visited NEPAD Nigeria today, Tuesday, August 8, 2017, the time to do so is now.  
 
On her part, Hon. Maureen Tamuno, Coordinator, Sheroes Nigeria, who led the delegation that comprised herself, Menson and Maxine 
International Co-founder, expressed confidence in the ability of the NEPAD Nigeria Management to aid the delivery of their joint vision given 
their track record of performance, especially since Princess Gloria Akobundu took over as CEO at the Agency.  
 
While thanking the Sheroes delegation for the visit, the NEPAD Nigeria CEO, Princess Akobundu, promised to leverage the wide contacts and 
the goodwill the Agency enjoys across the country to make a success of the oncoming programme. She also added that issues on women and 
youths also form an integral part of the NEPAD mandate, which must always be pursued with every resource at the Agency's disposal. 
 
The theme of the Abuja forum is: “Advancing Women's Roles in Business and Political Leadership”. Various high-profile speakers have been 
pencilled down for the programme, which shall draw participants from across the African continent.  
 

 
Members of Sheroes International and Nigeria when they paid a working visit to the NEPAD Nigeria CEO in her office recently. Among them are 
Maxine, Jane and Hon. Maureen Tamuno, the Nigeria Coordinator of the group. 


