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NEPAD COLLABORATES 

WITH SDGS TO ACHIEVE 

ITS MANDATE 

The National Coordinator /Chief 

Executive Officer of New Partnership 

for Africa’s Development (NEPAD), 

Hon. Princess Gloria Akobundu says 

NEPAD Nigeria will collaborate with 

the Office of the Senior Special 

Assistant to the President (OSSAP) on 

Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs) to drive social and 

developmental programmes towards 

achieving its mandate. 

Princess Akobundu made this 

statement during a courtesy visit to the 

Senior Special Assistant to the 

president on Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs), Princess Adejoke 

Orelope-adefulire in her office recently. 

She added that to achieve the NEPAD 

vision to “Build an integrated, 

prosperous and peaceful Africa driven 

by its own citizens and representing a 

dynamic force in the global arena”, 

NEPAD Nigeria has developed 

strategies to collaborate with relevant 

bodies to ensure that this vision is 

achieved.   

The NEPAD boss in line with efforts to 

drive her vision embedded in the 4-R 

Agenda to rebrand, reposition, re-align 

and re-launch NEPAD Nigeria as an in-

country facilitator of the African Union 

policies, programmes and projects is 

building a synergy between NEPAD, 

relevant MDAs, States and Local 

Governments and critical 

stakeholders.  

Furthermore, the NEPAD boss said 

that the mandate of NEPAD and SDGs 

have a lot in common and that NEPAD 

has developed a work-plan to enable 

the two agencies effectively and 

successfully implement programmes 

that will move Nigeria towards 

achieving the Sustainable 

Development Goals.   

In her response, the SSAP on SDGs, 

Princess Adejoke Orelope-adefulire 

said that poverty has become a global 

issue and said that her office is ready 

to partner with NEPAD especially in 

programmes that are related to SDGs 

1-6 which are geared towards poverty 

eradication as well as programmes that 

promote peace, human and 

environmental development, especially 

the empowerment of women and 

youths.   

 

NEPAD Nigeria, National Coordinator/ Chief 

Executive Officer, Princess Gloria Akobundu and 

the Senior Special Assistant to the President on 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), Princess 

Adejoke Orelope-Adefulire 
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Some NEPAD and SDGs Staff 

 

NEPAD NIGERIA FLAGS OFF 
GOOD GOVERNANCE TOUR 

WITH NIGER STATE. 
 
All is now set for the commencement of 
the Good Governance Tour of the 36 
States of the Federation by NEPAD 
Nigeria with Niger State scheduled to 
host the first events at Minna 
tomorrow Tuesday. 
Information made available to 
newsmen by the Media Unit at NEPAD 
Nigeria, today, indicates that all 
arrangements and mobilisation of 
different stakeholders to the scheduled 
events in Minna, Niger State have been 
concluded, while awaiting the arrival of 
the NEPAD Nigeria CEO, Hon. Princess 
Gloria Akobundu and members of her 
entourage, who are due in Minna 
tomorrow. 
Meanwhile, members of the NEPAD 
Nigeria Advance Team, who are already 
in Minna, have expressed satisfaction 
at the level of preparedness of the Niger 
State Government for the August 
event. While, commending the efforts 
of the NEPAD Coordinator in the State 
and the State Government, leader of 
the Team, Jael Kpatwark, said what 
was on ground in the State for the 
NEPAD event was worthy of emulation 
by other States and, on behalf of the 
NEPAD Nigeria CEO, thanked the 
State Government for its cooperation.  
The Good Governance Tour is an 

initiative of NEPAD Nigeria to link the 

States of the Federation to 

development opportunities and 

activities of Development Partners that 

are usually accessed through the 

platform of NEPAD. The programme 

also intends to re-integrate the 

grassroots people to NEPAD for better 

service-delivery at the grassroots level 

of governance 

 

 

Members of the Kaduna State Government pose 

with the NEPAD CEO, Princess Gloria Akobundu 

and other NEPAD Staff after the programme. 

 

NEPAD NIGERIA AND NEPAD 

BUSINESS GROUP NIGERIA TO 

PARTNER ON VARIOUS 

DEVELOPMENT PROJECT. 

The New Partnership for Africa’s 

Development (NEPAD) Nigeria and the 

NEPAD Business Group, Nigeria have 

agreed to a strategic partnership that 

would address issues of jobs and 

wealth creation, poverty alleviation 

and the overall socio-economic 

advancement of Nigeria in line with the 

economic focus of the President 

Muhammadu Buhari Administration. 

The above agreement was sequel to a 

meeting between the two bodies, which 

was held in Lagos, during a courtesy 

visit of the National Coordinator/CEO, 

NEPAD Nigeria, Princess Gloria 

Akobundu, to Dr. (Mrs) Nike Akande, 

CON Chairman NEPAD Business 

Group Nigeria at the Association’s 

National Secretariat, Victoria Island 

Lagos on Friday, June 30, 2017. 

Speaking during the visit, the NBGN 

Chairman Dr Akande, expressed 
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delight at the visit which she said 

would offer the both organisations the 

opportunity to further the initiative of 

NEPAD for the benefit of especially, the 

private sector in the areas of jobs and 

wealth creation for socio-economic 

growth and help to achieve the much-

needed Government support for 

businesses with respect to the 

enthroning of a conducive business 

environment, enabling laws and 

policies. 

Speaking further, Dr. Akande, who 

enumerated the many achievements of 

the NEPAD Business Group Nigeria 

since its inauguration in 2004 in the 

areas of advocacy and awareness 

creation, on a wide range of activities 

for economic growth and development, 

said the organisation recognised the 

importance and criticality of NEPAD 

Nigeria to their purpose and was 

therefore, out to deepen their 

relationship with the Agency in the 

areas of programme conceptualisation, 

initiation and execution. She further 

solicited the support of NEPAD Nigeria 

for these many initiatives that support 

the growth, development and 

promotion of businesses and the 

private sector as a whole in the 

country; initiatives, which she noted, 

where a continuous struggle that her 

group was ready to carry on until the 

atmosphere ideal and fair for 

businesses and business people in 

Nigeria was realised. 

Outlying the activities and 

programmes of the NBGN, which she 

informed, were geared towards 

broadening the main focus of the 

organisation, the former minister of 

commerce and Industry, who equally 

doubles as president Lagos Chamber 

of Commerce and Industry (LCCI), told 

her guest that their focus was on 

adding value to their members and 

their business through promotion of 

new businesses and the expansion of 

existing ones. This, she said was in 

order to facilitate the realisation of 

goals set out in their graduates’ 

employability improvement and 

development initiatives (GEIDI), a 

programme through which they hoped 

to equip unemployed Nigerian 

graduates with vocational skills for 

employability and self-sustainability 

the Nigeria Rice Investment Forum 

series, a capacity enhancement 

training for rural actors in the Nigeria 

via value chain; training/ workshop for 

SMEs in the export sector and other 

Initiatives.  

While requesting technical and 

financial support for the above 

activities and programmes, Dr. 

Akande, equally, called on the 

leadership of NEPAD Nigeria to carry 

their Group along in its activities and 

programmes, both at the National and 

International level, emphasising the 

need for the agency to aid their group 

to realise the ambition of acquiring 

their secretariats in both Abuja and 

Lagos.  

In her response, the National 

Coordinator and Chief Executive 

Officer, NEPAD Nigeria, Princess 

Gloria Akobundu, who noted the 

exemplary leadership style of Dr. 

Akande and her untiring sacrifices to 

Nigeria, applauded her achievements 

as a role model figure for people like 

her, stressing that she had, indeed, 

come to thank her for her passion and 

pace she had set in her endeavours in 

NEPAD. The NEPAD Nigeria boss 

promised to review the requests of the 

group and partner with them in her 

quest to reposition NEPAD Nigeria in 

line with the vision of NEPAD’s 

founding fathers and the pro-people 

socio-economic programmes of the 

President Buhari Administration.  

Many foremost industrialists and 

public-sector investors and economic 

experts participated in the programme. 

They all bared their minds on the 

critical need of a strong partnership 
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before NEPAD Nigeria and the NEPAD 

Business Group, Nigeria. 

 

NEPAD Nigeria, National Coordinator/ Chief 

Executive Officer, Princess Gloria Akobundu, Dr. 

(Mrs) Nike Akande, CON Chairman NEPAD 

Business Group Nigeria and her team. 

 

NEPAD NIGERIA PROVIDES 

OPPORTUNITIES AND SUCCOUR 

FOR MILLIONS OF EXTREMELY 

POOR NIGERIANS. 

The Secretary to the Government of the 

Federation, Engr. Babachir David 

Lawal has applauded the New 

Partnership for Africa’s Development 

(NEPAD) for providing opportunities 

and succour to millions of poor 

Nigerians at the grassroots level.   

Dr. Roy Ugo, Permanent Secretary 

Cabinet Secretariat who represented 

the SGF stated this at the launch of the 

Skills Initiative for Africa by the NEPAD 

Agency in South Africa. He noted that 

the programme is quite timely and will 

chart a new course for Nigeria’s 

teeming youths in line with the policies 

of President Muhammadu Buhari on 

Social Protection Schemes. 

Engr. Lawal reiterated government’s 

commitment to supporting 

programmes aimed at affecting the 

lives of the vulnerable groups.  The 

SGF noted that such programmes are 

in line with the vision of African leaders 

who established NEPAD as a holistic 

framework for sustainable growth and 

development of the continent and a 

platform for implementation of robust 

programmes that would individually 

and collectively boost its economy and 

facilitate regional integration.  

The National Coordinator/Chief 

Executive officer NEPAD Nigeria, Hon. 

(Princess) Gloria Akobundu, earlier in 

her opening remarks stated that the 

Skills Initiative for Africa is another 

fresh attempt at confronting the 

increased global challenge of poverty 

and underdevelopment in the 

continent. Princess Akobundu stated 

that the programme is aimed at 

strengthening occupational prospects 

of young people, especially women and 

youths in rural areas; raise the 

continents capacity and ability to 

create new employment and economic 

opportunities for African youths, offer 

opportunities to build desired skills, 

capabilities and enhance their 

employability while combating the 

underlying causes of youth 

restiveness, insecurity and other vices.   

Mrs. Estherine Lisinge-Fotabong, the 

Director of Programmes and 

coordination, NEPAD Agency, South 

Africa; re-emphasizing the importance 

of the programme, explained that the 

specific aim of the Skills Initiative for 

Africa is to create a positive outlook 

and future through increased 

employment and income opportunities 

for young people in Africa. Lisinge-

Fotabong added that Nigeria has been 

chosen as the first out of the five 

countries to implement this 

programme which is championed by 

NEPAD Agency and the African Union 

Commission (AUC) in partnership with 

the German Federal Ministry for 

Economic Cooperation and its German 

implementing agencies, German 

Development bank (KfW) and German 

International Cooperation (GIZ). 
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National Coordinator/Chief Executive officer 

NEPAD Nigeria, Hon. (Princess) Gloria Akobundu, 

Secretary to the Government of the Federation, 

Engr. Babachir David Lawal and Mme. Estherine 

Lisinge-Fotabong, the Director of Programmes 

and coordination, NEPAD Agency, South Africa. 

 

Secretary to the Government of the Federation, 

Engr. Babachir David Lawal and National 

Coordinator/Chief Executive officer NEPAD 

Nigeria, Hon. (Princess) Gloria Akobundu in a 

photo section with visiting NEPAD Continental 

team from South Africa, among whom are Mme 

Estherine Lisinge-Fotabong, the Director of 

Programmes and Coordination, NEPAD Agency 

and Mr Pier of GIZ, Germany, during the skill 

Initiative for Africa programme. 
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