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NEPAD NIGERIA CEO CALLS FOR 

MORE MEDIA SUPPORT AS 

JOURNALISTS GATHER FOR HER 

ONE-YEAR-IN-OFFICE 

ANNIVERSARY. 

Abuja, Nigeria, Friday, September 

15, 2017. NEPAD Nigeria has in the 

last one year developed and 

operationalised many concepts and 

ideas that are aimed at realising not 

only the NEPAD mandate and its 

strategic directions, but also the 

Economic Recovery and Growth Plan 

(2017-2020) of the Federal 

Government, the NEPAD Nigeria CEO, 

Princess Gloria Akobundu has said. 

According to Akobundu, all of the 

Agency’s latest efforts had been geared 

at pulling Nigeria out of recession and 

placing its economy on the path of 

sustainable development that is driven 

largely by production, regional trades 

and engagements, including viable 

alternatives to oil revenue. 

Princess Akobundu, who disclosed the 

above during interaction with 

newsmen at NEPAD Nigeria Office, 

Friday, as part of activities heralding 

her one-year-in-office anniversary, 

informed her guests that in the last one 

year, NEPAD Nigeria had through 

various partnerships, collaborations 

and institutional support developed 

strong synergies with Ministries, 

Departments, Agencies of 

Government, Diplomatic Missions and 

other Non-state Actors to carry out 

various completed and ongoing 

programmes and activities across the 

country. 

According to the NEPAD Nigeria CEO: 

‘‘On my assumption of office on 

September 26th last year, I had in mind 

the three major planks of the President 

Buhari Administration’s strategy to 

achieve the best for our people. The 

three areas of: The Economy, Security 

and Welfare informed the development 

of a personal strategy through which I 

intended to marry the mandate of 

NEPAD with the demands of Mr 

President’s Change Agenda. This saw 

the birth of my 4-R Agenda of 

Repositioning, Rebranding, 

Relaunching and Realigning NEPAD to 

achieve in our nation the original 

vision of its founding fathers and the 

pro-people agenda of our dear 

President’’. 

Speaking further, Akobundu said 

serious achievements had been made 

in the agricultural sector in line with 

the AU’s Comprehensive Africa 

Agriculture Development Project 

(CAADP) and the economic 

diversification principles of the Federal 

Government. While citing examples of 

the Agro-Park/Green House Projects 

across the country and the nationwide 

establishment of farm clusters for 

women, the CEO said the whole idea 

was to establish agriculture as an 

alternative revenue earner for Nigeria; 

especially, in the face of several 

uncertainties that continuously 

bedevil oil production and crude sales. 

As part of her achievements in the last 

one year, the NEPAD Nigeria CEO said 

her office had, in collaboration with the 

Continental Office, continued to 
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facilitate various activities in 

Infrastructure Development, Skills 

Acquisition / Development, Electoral 

Issues, Peace and Conflict Resolution, 

Youths and Women Empowerment, 

Regional Cooperation, Renewable 

Energy, Climate Change and the like, 

all of which, she said, have birthed 

specific results and tangible benefits. 

While calling for support and 

cooperation from all, Princess 

Akobundu said NEPAD Nigeria was 

poised to hit the ground running as 

she was set to enter her second year in 

office. She used the occasion to inform 

her guests of the many programmes 

and activities, which have been 

scheduled for next year in Nigeria, 

stressing that events like the oncoming 

African Electoral Summit, the National 

Unity Sports Competition and the 

African Trade Fair of Indigenous 

Products and Services, among many 

others, deserved the cooperation of the 

Press to succeed. 

The NEPAD Nigeria CEO was 

appointed to her present position on 

September 26, 2016. The Press 

Briefing was part of events lined up in 

the build-up to the CEO’s one-year 

anniversary. 

 

A cross-section of some media executives during 

the media chat with the National Coordinator 

/CEO, NEPAD Nigeria, Princess Gloria Akobundu, 

organised as part of activities to mark her one-

year-in-office anniversary in NEPAD Nigeria. 

 

Presentation of thank-you packages to media 

correspondents by the NEPAD Nigeria CEO. 

 

 

 

 NEPAD NIGERIA CEO TO ATTEND 

THE 72ND UNITED NATIONS 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN NEW 

YORK. 

… Selected as Panellist in NEPAD 

Continental’s Programme on 

Youths. 

Abuja, Tuesday, September 19, 

2017. NEPAD Nigeria CEO, Princess 

Gloria Akobundu will today join other 

world leaders to attend the 72nd 

General Assembly of the United 

Nations in New York, United States of 

America, where she is expected to 

participate as a panellist in a high-level 

forum on harnessing skills for rural 

transformation and achieving the 

Sustainable Development Goals. 

The programme, which is being co-

organised by the NEPAD Agency as a 

side event at the margins of the 72nd 

session of the UN General Assembly in 

New York, will discuss the future of the 

African youth population that is 

grappling with unemployment and how 

these youths and their seeming 

disadvantaged outlook can be 

converted to something positive that 

will be of immense benefits to Africa 

and the world. 

According to a letter of invitation sent 

to the NEPAD Nigeria CEO, which was 

https://www.nepad.gov.ng/


 

Website: www.nepad.gov.ng, Email: nationalcoordinator@nepad.gov.ng, Call: +234 8033194828 
 

personally signed by the CEO, NEPAD 

Planning and Coordinating Agency, Dr 

Ibrahim Assane Mayaki: ‘‘The extent to 

which African governments are able to 

transform education and skills 

development, health and well-being, 

empowerment as well as employment 

and entrepreneurship, lies at the heart 

of the march towards progress and 

sustainable development. A well-

developed Africa will depend on the 

education and skills of Africans, 

especially the youth’’. While inviting 

Akobundu as a panellist in the session 

to share a perspective on how the 

Nigerian government can encourage 

huge investments in youth, through 

public, private and multilateral 

investors, to harness demographic 

dividend, Dr Mayaki said, with Nigeria 

known as the most populous African 

country and with 60 percent of Africa’s 

population currently 24 and below, the 

NEPAD Nigeria CEO’s participation 

would, certainly, enrich the 

programme.  

 

NEPAD Nigeria National Coordinator / CEO, 

Princess Gloria Akobundu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEPAD NIGERIA CEO TASKS 

NEWLY POSTED STAFF ON 

COMMITMENT TO DUTY 

… As Some Staff Get Redeployed to 

Ministries 

Abuja, Monday, September 17, 

2017. NEPAD Nigeria CEO, Princess 

Gloria Akobundu has said that life 

does not consist in how long one serves 

in a place, but in the impact and value 

one brings to the service concerned. 

She also added that movement within 

the civil service is a continuous 

exercise that is aimed at offering 

various competencies to the civil 

servant, who is usually expected to be 

adept at handling a variety of jobs. 

Addressing some civil servants, who 

were newly transferred to NEPAD 

Nigeria as part of a recent exercise by 

the Office of the Head of the Civil 

Service of the Federation last Monday 

in her office, Akobundu said NEPAD 

was a knowledge-based Agency that 

would require the use of all that the 

senior officers had learnt over the 

years in their service to the nation. 

While insisting that the task ahead was 

enormous, the NEPAD Nigeria CEO 

expressed the hope that consummate 

commitment from the newly posted 

members of staff would adequately 

contribute to achieving results in an 

organisation, which she has come to 

regard as a family. 

Princess Akobundu further urged 

those that had been posted out of 

NEPAD Nigeria not to see the exercise 

as abnormal, but a process of 

transition in life that was not 

unexpected. In her words: ‘‘Your going 

away from here does not imply that you 

are leaving NEPAD. I know we will miss 

you; the experience you have garnered 

here and the family warmth we have 

shared over time. I, personally, will 

miss all that. But, that should not 

worry us. We will always be glad to 

count on your experience whenever the 
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need arises. We welcome all of you who 

are coming in here and hope that in no 

time you will settle down for the 

business at hand’’. 

Earlier; while introducing his 

replacement to the CEO, Mr Paul 

Okpanachi, Deputy Director (African 

Peer Review Mechanism), who is on his 
way out to the Ministry of 

Environment, thanked Princess 

Akobundu for her support in the last 

one year since they had worked 

together. He promised to always be at 

hand to avail the office the benefit of 

his experience. He, also, used the 

occasion to introduce Mrs Opakirite 

Josephine Nzobiwu, a Deputy Director, 

who would take over from him at the 

APRM Department. 

Some senior staff of NEPAD Nigeria, 

most of whom are on the Directorate 

Cadre, have been affected by the recent 

redeployment in the Civil Service 

across the country. Some of them 

include: Ms Jael Kpatwak, Deputy 

Director (Programmes Development 

and Implementation), Mr Paul 

Okpanachi, Deputy Director (African 

Peer Review Mechanism); Mr. 

Nkwocha, Assistant Director (APRM); 

Hajiya Rabi Mustafa Bakura, Assistant 

Director (Admin) as well as Mr Dominic 

Matthew, Assistant Director (PDI) and 

others. 

 

NEPAD Nigeria CEO, Princess Gloria Akobundu as 

she receives the newly posted Deputy Director 

(APRM), Mrs Opakirite Josephine Nzobiwu. The 

out-going DD (APRM), Paul Okpanachi and Mr 

Nkwocha, Assistant Director (APRM) watch on.  

 

AKOBUNDU TO CHAIR TECHNICAL 

GROUP AS STAKEHOLDERS IN THE 

FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE 

SUBSECTOR GET SET FOR 

ENHANCED OPERATIONS. 

Lagos, Nigeria, August 8, 2017. 

NEPAD Nigeria CEO, Princess Gloria 

Akobundu is to chair a Technical 

Working Group of all stakeholders in 

the fisheries and aquaculture 

subsector on the platform established 

during the pre-shrimps assessment 

and validation workshops held in 

Lagos, Nigeria in July. 

According to decisions reached during 

the validation Workshop for the Pre-

Assessment Shrimps Resources in 

Nigeria, which was held in Lagos on 

August 8, the decision became 

necessary as a follow-up action to 

achieve national results from the 

programme organised by the NEPAD 

Continental Office with the support of 

many development partners, including 

the European Union, which, among 

other objectives, was aimed at 

increasing the benefits of fisheries and 

aquaculture resources for nutrition, 

food security and increased GDP, apart 

from enhancing standardisation for 

the promotion of the sub-sector in the 

international market. 

Other actions taken for Fisheries 

Improvement Project (FIP), according 

Ms Jael Kpatwak, Deputy Director 

(Programmes Development and 

Implementation), NEPAD Nigeria, who 

represented the NEPAD Nigeria CEO at 

the event, include: sourcing funds to 

hold a stakeholders’ meeting to review 

the Fisheries Act (Sea and Inland 

Fisheries) and Fisheries and 

Aquaculture Policy. Also identified was 

the need to organise avenues to build 

and strengthen stakeholders’ capacity 

in the fisheries and aquaculture sub-

sector of the economy. This, it was 

agreed, was to enable such 

stakeholders to achieve proficiency in 

Monitoring Control, Surveillance, 
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Statistics, Best International 

Management Practices as well as in 

Good Fisheries and Aquaculture 

Management practices, Efficient 

Management of Fish Farm and Food 

Safety Regulations. Apart from the 

above, other areas like Bio-security 

Measures and Certification, Fisheries 

and Aquaculture Certification, 

Guidelines and Standards of Operation 

as well as Residue Monitoring 

Sampling and Analysis Techniques are 

to receive equal attention. 

Stakeholders at the meeting, also 

agreed to use NEPAD to raise funds 

from donor agencies for the many 

programmes that they had identified 

as avenues for capacity-building and 

development. A Constitution 

Committee was, consequently, 

established with the Lagos State 

University as coordinator in order to 

provide stakeholders the opportunity 

of offering some form of legal 

regularisation to the activities of the 

body. 

The meeting was held, specifically, as 

a follow-up engagement with 

stakeholders in the shrimp fishery 

sector to validate the findings and 

scoring of the pre-assessment and 

determine gaps, needs and modalities 

to develop and implement a Fishery 

Improvement Project towards 

Certification. Highlights of the mission 

included presentation and discussion 

of the Assessment Report and 

validation of the Report. 

 

 

 

Group photograph of participants at the 

validation exercise of the Report on Fisheries and 

pre-assessment of Shrimps.Third from right is Ms 

Kpatwak Jael N.,representative of the NEPAD 

Nigeria CEO. 
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NEPAD NIGERIA CEO REITERATES 

COMMITMENT TO FISCAL 

DISCIPLINE 

…As Committee on Budget, Funds 

Allocation and Implementation 

Submits Report. 

Abuja, Thursday, September 14, 

2017. The need for discipline in the 

allocation and use of Budgetary 

finances in public service has been 

emphasised. 

Receiving the Report of the Committee 

on Budget, Funds Allocation and 

Implementation at NEPAD Nigeria, 

Thursday, in Abuja, NEPAD Nigeria 

CEO, Princess Gloria Akobundu said 

all public funds must be judiciously 

utilised in line with extant financial 

regulations in the public service, the 

Executive Order 001 and other 

statutes of government in that regard. 

The NEPAD Nigeria CEO, who thanked 

members of the Committee for a job 

that beat the time allocated to it, 

promised to speed up the process of 

considering the Report and 

implementing all adopted 

recommendations, which she 

promised must be done in consultation 

with other members of the 

Management of NEPAD Nigeria. 

Earlier, while submitting the report, 

Chairman of the Committee, who is 

also the Director, Planning, Research 

and Statistics at NEPAD Nigeria, Alhaji 

A. A Ibrahim, thanked the NEPAD 

Nigeria CEO for the confidence reposed 

in them to perform the task at hand. 

He also used the occasion to applaud 

the sense of judiciousness of the 

Agency in its use of funds allocated it. 

Members of the Committee include: 

1. Alh A. A Ibrahim, Director, 

Planning Research and 

Statistics (PRS) 

2. Mr Samuel M. Waziri, Deputy 

Director (Accounts) 

3. Mr Aiyeniko O. Mathew, 

Assistant Director, Procurement 

4. Muhammed Aliyu Diffa, CEO 

Budget 

5. Dr (Mrs) Anastasia Eze, 

Assistant Chief Accountant 

 

 

 
NEPAD Nigeria CEO, Princess Gloria Akobundu 

with members of the Committee on Budget, Funds 

Allocation and Implementation during the 

presentation of the Committee’s Report at NEPAD 

Nigeria recently. 

 

 

 

 
NEPAD Nigeria CEO, Princess Gloria Akobundu as 

she receives a copy of the Report of the Committee 

on Budget, Funds Allocation and Implementation 

from the Chairman of the Committee, Alhaji A.A. 

Ibrahim, Director (Planning, Research and 

Statistics) NEPAD Nigeria at the Country Office 

recently.  
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